Press Release 

CELEBRATION OF IRELAND’S INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLING HISTORICAL CRIME MYSTERY SERIES
***

THE FIFTH FÉILE FIDELMA, 2014
***

TO BE HELD IN CASHEL, Co.TIPPERARY
***

TO BE OPENED BY IRISH MINSTER OF STATE ALAN KELLY
The 5th three-day gathering of international enthusiasts of the bestselling historical crime series – The Sister Fidelma Mysteries by Peter Tremayne – will be held in Cashel, Co. Tipperary, Ireland, from Friday, September 12, to Sunday, September 14, 2014. The venue will be The Cashel Palace Hotel.
Peter Tremayne is a pseudonym of London based Peter Berresford Ellis, the historian and biographer. 

This year’s event will be opened by Irish Minister of State Alan Kelly TD who has called the Sister Fidelma series ‘a national treasure’. 

Fans of the series from ten countries have already registered to attend.

The series, which has appeared in 18 languages, is set in 7th Century Ireland whose sleuthing heroine is Fidelma, sister of King Colgú of Munster. With her companion, a Saxon, Brother Eadulf, she is an advocate of the Brehon Laws of ancient Ireland. There are now 25 books in the series.
Booklist (Journal of the American Library Association) has called it: ‘The most authentically detailed medieval mystery series currently being published.’ The Irish Examiner has also called it ‘the most detailed and vivid recreation of ancient Ireland.’  The Belfast Telegraph comments: ‘This is masterly storytelling from an author who breathes fascinating life into the world he is writing about.’
The organisers of the Féile Fidelma are a sub-committee of the Cashel Arts Festival Committee advised by The International Sister Fidelma Society. The Féile Fidelma was first held in 2006 and has become an important part of Ireland’s literary world. This will be an extra special event as it will coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the publication of the first ever Sister Fidelma novel – Absolution by Murder (Headline Books) in 1994.
An impressive program has been arranged. Among expert speakers is Professor Ed Rielly from Maine, USA, who is co-editor, with David Wooten, of the academic collection of essays The Sister Fidelma Mysteries: The Historical Novels of Peter Tremayne (2012).

Professor Pádraig Ó Riain of University College Cork, who is Ireland’s leading scholastic expert of the Fidelma’s period, will be talking about the Eóghanachta (Fidelma’s family) and the earliest historical writings at Cashel.

Dr Ann Buckley of Trinity College Dublin, a leading expert on liturgical music in Fidelma’s time and Regina Sexton, University College Cork, leading expert on food in Fidelma’s time will be talking on their subjects. 

A talk on horse breeds in Fidelma’s period, coinciding with a visit to the famous Coolmore Stud, will be given by equestrian expert Noel Mullins. He has not only authored two books about the origin of horses in Ireland, as well as countless articles in equestrian journals, but he is a expert advising and appearing in many films and television shows on the subject. In 2005, for example, he played a huntsman in the remake of ‘Lassie’ with Peter O’Toole.

David Wooten, the founder of The International Sister Fidelma Society, founded in 2001, its director and editor of its thrice yearly journal The Brehon, will be introducing and chairing the evening with the author, Peter Tremayne, who, as usual, be the guest of honour.

David will also be winding up the event on Sunday with his usual look at the state of Fidelma’s World. He will be reflecting on the Society’s thirteen years of existence (it was founded in 2001 and The Brehon was launched in February, 2002). 

The ever popular ‘Voice of Fidelma’, Irish actress Caroline Lennon will be reading excerpts from the novels. Caroline reads the UK Sister Fidelma audio books published by Soundings, Isis Publishing Ltd. And Audible Inc in the US will soon be issuing all the Fidelma Mysteries read by her. Caroline is known on stage, screen and radio. For nine years she played the character ‘Siobhán’ in BBC Radio’s popular soap ‘The Archers’.
On-line registration has already started and already groups of fans from ten countries have registered to attend this major Irish literary event. 

Registration is US$225 or currency equivalents (€163 or Str£134) which covers entry to all the talks, the visit to the famous Coolmore Stud farm, the reception, coffee and biscuit breaks over the weekend and the gala dinner at the Cashel Palace Hotel on the Saturday. Online registrations are made by credit card or PayPal at http://cashelartsfest.com/content/Buy-Tickets.html 

The Sister Fidelma Mysteries have won him many accolades from several countries, including an honorary doctorate from the University of East London, a Prix Historia for the best historical novel of 2010 in France and a honorary life membership of The Irish Literary Society, founded by W.B. Yeats in 1892, presented by its then president Nobel Laureate Seamus Heaney in 2002.  
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